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CONGRATULATIONS!  
HOUSATONIC 
VALLEY REGIONAL 

HIGH SCHOOL 
ENVIROTHON 
TEAM IS FIRST IN 

THE NATION, 
beating 53 teams from 44 states 
and 9 provinces.  Team 

members, 2007 graduates 
Andrew Alquesta of Canaan, 
Arlen Kleinsasser of Falls Village, 

Linnea Palmer Paton of Sharon, 
incoming seniors Sunny Kellner of 
Kent, and Jeremy Kleinsasser of 
Falls Village, each received a 

$5000 scholarship.  The contest 
consisted of field tests on soil, 
land use, aquatic ecology, 

forestry, and w ildlife, involving a 
team-created presentation and 
questioning from judges on their 

design of an education facility 
using geothermal and solar 
energy.  Their advisor is teacher 

David J. Moran.   
 
Science NetLinks is a resource for 

science educators produced by 
the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the 

worldôs largest and most 
prestigious general science 
organization.  It is the most 

thoroughly and simply indexed 
set of science lessons available, 
and it is completely free with 

hundreds of lessons, tools, web 
resources, and science updates.  
You can visit the web site at 

www.sciencenetlinks.com 

Join 23 schools in the US participating in this yearôs Sun 
Angle Lab! That is the largest number ever! If you would like 
to participate, you must let them know by this Friday. 
Southern Hemisphere schools are always welcome!!!!! 

Please go to this gatesscience.info link for all the details. 
 

 
FREE!!  NEW OFFERING FROM PEABODY MUSEUM!    

Especially for teachers grades 5-9!  2 day Biodiversity and 
Global Change Teachers Institute ! Saturday., October 20 
and Sunday October 21. This exciting professional 

development program helps teachers use innovative 
curricula and hands-on, inquiry-based learning methods 

that link biodiversity with Connecticutôs life and earth science standards in 

the  Connecticut Science Grade Level Expectations. Our program 
emphasizes methodologies that improve critical science thinking including 
inquiry-and problem-based learning and science literacy and numeracy. 

Peabody Fellows teachers are able to engage their students in life and 
earth sciences, and prepare them to perform their best on the upcoming 
CAPT testing in Science. Most importantly, the program assists teachers to 

help students make the connection between the natural environment and 
their own lives.  The Institute addresses many Connecticut Science 
Framework curriculum standards.  To see the complete brochure, go to: 

www.cssaonline.net/Oct07brochure.pdf . 
 

2007 BIOLOGY TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

AWARD EVENT!  FRIDAY SEPTEMB ER 14 AT 
MANCHESTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
CULINARY ARTS CENTER.   Refreshments will 

 be served.  Speaker: Dr. James Hughes of Trinity 
College, topic will be ñRadical Visions of the Future 
as Inspirations for Studying Science and 

Technologyò  Our congratulations to the award recipient, Watertown   High 
School Biology Teacher Monica Perog Kreuzer.  The event is free and open 
to the public.  Please come to honor an outstanding teacher.  Flier can be 

seen at: www.cssaonline.net/bioteacheraward.pdf  For more information, 
you can call Mary Ann Zabik at 860-832-2608 or e-mail zabikm@ccsu.edu  

mailto:lopath@ctacad.org
mailto:eloise@cssaonline.net
http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/
http://www.gatesscience.info/teamescience/project/sunangle/2008/sunangle08.htm
http://www.cssaonline.net/Oct07brochure.pdf
http://www.cssaonline.net/bioteacheraward.pdf
mailto:zabikm@ccsu.edu
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Want to go 
mushroom 

hunting, 
collect some 
minerals, 

learn about 
sprear-throwing or learn more 
about Connecticut Snakes.  You 

can even do some basket-
weaving!  All of these programs 
and more are offered this fall at 

the Connecticut Museum of 
Natural History .  Go to their 
web site for a complete calendar 

and description at:  
http://www.cac.ucon n.edu/mnhc
urrentcalendar.html   or get an 
abbreviated description at:  

mushroomforay.doc  
 
CT Business 

and Industry 
Association, 
CT State 

Department 
of Education, 
CT State 

Department of Higher Education, 
and CT Academy for Education in 
Mathematics, Science & 

Technology, along with the CT 
Science Center, are collaborators 
on an initiative resulting in a 

grant that  will help fund  a 
training and incentive programs 
for Advanced Placement (AP) and 

pre-AP courses and exams for the 
next six years. A major goal is to 
prepare students to excel in 

math, science and English and 
encourage them to explore 
science- and technology-based 

careers.  NSMI funding comes 
from the Exxon Mobil 
Corporation, Bill and Melinda 

Gates 
Foundation, 
and the 
Michael and 

Susan Dell 
Foundation.   
 

 
MARITIME AQUARIUM FUN! 

Adventure Under the Sea Exhibit!  Meet 

some of the real undersea animals (like 
sponges, crabs, and sea stars) that inspired 

the SpongeBob cartoon characters.  And t hen 

go on the  SpongeBob SquarePants 4 - D 
ride!  See more of the wonderful offerings at: 
http://www.maritimeaquarium.org:80/    Norwalk Aquarium is looking for 

volunteers.  For details and requirements, please click on: 
employmentopportunities.htm 
 

Registration for the Team America Rocketry 
Challenge 2008, a national model 
rocket competition for U.S. students in 

grades 7 through 12, opens on Sept. 5, 2007 . Thousands of students 
compete each year in the Team America Rocketry Challenge, the worldôs 
largest model rocket contest. Cash prizes are awarded to the top finishers. 

Teams of three to 15 students design, build and fly a model rocket to ca rry 
two raw eggs for a precise flight duration of 45 seconds and to an exact 
altitude of 750 feet. The team whose rocket comes the closest to both, and 

brings the eggs back unbroken, wins.  To be eligible for the national fly -off, 
teams must fly a qualifyi ng flight observed by an adult member of the 
National Association of Rocketry. The top-scoring 100 teams in the country 

will be invited to participate in the final fly -off to be held in May 2008.  
Registration closes on Nov. 30, 2007, or when 750 teams have registered -
- whichever comes first. For more information, visit 

http://www.rocketcontest.org/   

 
Looking for Exemplary Science Programs (ESP) that Illustrate Inquiry:  
NSTA National Advisory Board (NAB) invites your help in identifying 15 programs 

for the 2008 Exemplary Science Program Monograph.  The sixth 
monograph in the series now requests nominations for 

recognizing teachers and schools.   Inquiry has become a word 
that all respect and admire ï almost religiously.  Most teachers, 
textbook authors, curriculum developers, and the general public 
see it important and purport to use it.  However, in actual 
practice it often has a word like guided, completed, or even 

ñdirectedò used with it as an adjective.  But could scientists be so restrained??   
 

The 2008 ESP monograph will focus on teachers and programs which illustrate full 
(or open) inquiry. This means that it starts with student curiosities and questions 
followed by student attempts to deal with their own curriculum and attempt to 
provide answers.  Of course the main ingredient for scientific inquiry is collecting 
evidence from others to evaluate and to establish validity to the ideas and 
solutions proposed.  And, these must be shared and used to resolve the issues.  
All of this requires contexts (situations) to promote inquiry ï which is the stated 
major goal for science education as indicated in the National Science Education 
Standards.  
 
 Specifically the goal called for producing students who ñexperience the richness 
and excitement of knowing about and understanding the natural worldò.  The NAB 
looks forward to reviewing nominations and working with at least 15 teacher 
teams who are involved with real inquiry on the part of students in their 
classrooms.  Nominations should be forwarded to Robert E. Yager, Chair of NSTAôs 
ESP efforts and editor of the ESP Monograph Series (Science Education Center, 
Room 450 VAN, The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 52242, robert-
yager@uiowa.edu, 319-335-1189). 

http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurrentcalendar.html
http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurrentcalendar.html
http://www.cssaonline.net/mushroomforay.doc
http://www.maritimeaquarium.org/
http://www.cssaonline.net/employmentopportunities.htm
http://www.rocketcontest.org/
mailto:robert-yager@uiowa.edu
mailto:robert-yager@uiowa.edu
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SOME OF THE EXCITING 

OFFERINGS THAT WILL 
BE PRESENTED AT THE 
ANNUAL SCIENCE 

EDUCATORS CONFERENCE IN 
NEW BRITAIN ON OCTOBER 27 

WILL INCLUDE:  For Elementary 
Teachers:  Childrenôs books 
and Science,  Exploring 
Magnetism a nd Electricity,  
Eye See Light, and many 
more , For Middle School,  
Introduction to Green 
Chemistry, Prep:  Mars Rover 
Activity, Antibiotics  the Full 
Course , and many more ;  High 
School:   More Connecticut 
Energy Education, 
Demonstrations:  Five 
Minutes or L ess, Bugs and 
Scrubs, and many more .  Next 
week I will list more of the 
engaging workshop offerings.  

Sign up early to get your first 
workshop choices by logging on 
at:  http://www.csta -

us.org/event.htm?id=2azessfl  

Please Become A Member In 

A Professional Connecticut 
Science Organization And Get 
Involved .   Join the Connecticut 
Science Teachers Association by 

going to http://www.csta -us.org  
and click on Membership.  It 
costs only $30.00 per year to 

receive 4 newsletters, 2 Journals, 
discounts at Conferences and 
workshops, and valuable 

information that will appear on 
CSTAôs new web site.  For 
Teacher Leaders:  You need not 

be a Supervisor to join the 
Connecti cut Science 
Supervisors  Association.   Not 

all school systems have science 
coordinators, but there are 
teachers who often take the 

leadership role in science 
education.  CSSA would welcome 
your participation i .  To join  for 

$20.00/year, print a form from: 
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSSA
membershipform.html     

 
 
 

HIGH -PERFORMANCE SCHOOLS IN CONNECTICUT:  

A Green Building Conference for School Building Stakeholders:  

Tuesday, September 25, 2007 9am-noon at Hill Regional Career High 
School, 140 Legion Avenue New Haven.  Cost:  CT Green Building Council 
Members (CT GBC) can attend at no cost. For non-members, the cost is 

$50. The first 50 non -members who register will receive a $30 scholarship 
from the CT GBC and only pay $20.  CT GBC Members may register by 
emailing Kim Trella at: kim.trella@po.state.ct.us   Non-members should 

register at: www.acteva.com/go/ctgbcschools  questions?  Please make 
checks payable to: CT GBC, P.O. BOX 152 , Rocky Hill, CT 06067   

 
I n an attempt to keep the CSC at readable length, the following 

links will allow you to access offerings in Previous 

Issues ( Return to Table of Contents )  

http://www.cssaonline.net/CSCAug21.pdf   

http://www.cssaonline.net/CSCAug28.pdf  
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSCSept4. pdf  

 

 

1st Annual State - wide Smart Growth 
Conference !  1st Annual State -wide Smart Growth 

Conference: Wednesday, November 14, 2007 , Michel J. Adanti 

Student Center  
Southern Connecticut S tate University , New Haven, CT , 8:30 am -  
4:00 p.m .  Space is limited; please register to attend by Friday, 

September 28.   
http://www.ctsmartgrowth.com/showDiary.do?diaryId=95   
http://1000friends -ct.org/PayPal-RegisterConference.htm 

 
 
Check Out the Fall Lineup for NSTAôs Web Seminars:  Topics for the 
Fall 2007 lineup of Web Seminars include human space flight, interesting 
science careers for students, teaching inquiry with food, engaging parents, 
the impact of the polar regions on Earthôs climate system, nanoscale 
science, and the living systems of the Arctic and Antarctic.  

http://www.csta-us.org/event.htm?id=2azessfl
http://www.csta-us.org/event.htm?id=2azessfl
http://www.csta-us.org/
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSSAmembershipform.html
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSSAmembershipform.html
mailto:kim.trella@po.state.ct.us
http://www.acteva.com/go/ctgbcschools
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSCAug21.pdf
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSCAug28.pdf
http://www.cssaonline.net/CSCSept4.pdf
http://www.ctsmartgrowth.com/showDiary.do?diaryId=95
http://www.ctsmartgrowth.com/showDiary.do?diaryId=95
http://click.email.mos.org/?ju=fe64157176670d7d7c15&ls=fdf915707762037970177473&m=fef31175746c0d&l=fec31576746d017b&s=fe2715727c62007d701079&jb=ffcf14&t=
http://www.ctsmartgrowth.com/showDiary.do?diaryId=95
http://1000friends-ct.org/PayPal-RegisterConference.htm
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 NASA: Igniting the Flame of Knowledge: Human Space Flight (October)  
 SRS: From Astrobiology to Zoology: Igniting Studentsô Interests in Science Careers (October)  
 FDA: Teach Science Concepts and Inquiry with Food (November)  
 You may be interested in participating in a no-cost, interactive NSTA Web  
 Seminar titled ñTeaching Science Concepts and Inquiry Through Foodò.  Hosted by scientists from the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration, the live seminar will focus on food microbiology (Content Standard 7.4), as well 
as food-borne illnesses, dietary recommendations and food labels.  Registration information is available at: 

  
 http://learningcenter.nsta.org/products/symposia_seminars/fall07/FDA/webseminar.aspx 
 NASA: Inquiry in Science and Mathematics Education: Parents as Partners (November)  
 IPY: The Role of Polar Regions in Earthôs Changing Climate System (November)  
 NSTA Press: Nanoscale Science: Activities for Grades 6-12 (December) 
 IPY: Arctic and Antarctic Living Systems (December)  

NORWALK MARITIME CENTER:  New IMAX on the Alps!  For more information, please go to:  
www.maritim eaquarium.org/about_press.html   The Maritime Aquarium receives support from the State of 

Connecticut  Commission on Culture and Tourism.  http://www.maritimeaquarium.org/   
 

 
FROM THE BOSTON MUSEUM OF SCIENCE:  CSI: The Experience, our new special exhibit based on the 
hit television series.  Free viewings beginning at 3:00 p.m.; last entry is 6:00 p.m.   Educators Ope n 

House  | CSI: The Experience | Register Now  
 

 

THIS MESSAGE FROM THE UNIVER SITY OF ARIZONA:   
My name is Tim Slater and I am an astronomy education professor at the  University of Arizona.  Our team is trying 
to determine how teachers are using Earth and Space science images, data, and web sites in teaching.  The 
overarching goal of the project is to figure out what things scientists can  do to best support teachers.   

If you are a classroom teacher, we would really, REALLY appreciate you completing a very short (5 minutes 
maximum), online survey.  The survey is completely anonymous - your responses are never associated with your 
name and will ask you questions about which, if any, resources you use.  SURVEY LOCATION: 

<http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=kAXxqYhJa_2bnImRhqNT4SMg_3d_3d>http://www.surveymonkey.co
m/s.aspx?sm=kAXxqYhJa_2bnImRhqNT4SMg_3d_3d  If you need additional information, please contact us via email   
tslater@as.arizona.edu   
 

AGI ANNOUNCES CONTEST THEMES FOR EARTH SCIENCE WEEK 2007:  Contact: Geoff Camphire 

gac@agiweb.org  Alexandria, VA - The American Geological Institute (AGI) is sponsoring 

three national contests in conjunction with Earth Science Week 2007, October 14-20 - "The Pulse of Earth Science."  

All U.S. residents are encouraged to enter "People Discovering Earth's Treasures" - this year's Earth Science Week 

photography contest.  Submissions should depict an aspect of earth science as it appears in your community. Learn to 

look at your surroundings through a geoscientist's eyes and photograph what you discover.  

 
Students in grades K - 5 are eligible to enter the visual arts contest,"Changing Earth." Submissions should illustrate 

how geologic processes are constantly changing Earth's landscape. Draw a picture, make a collage, or create another 

piece of two-dimensional artwork that highlights the continuous change on our planet.  

 
The essay contest "Earth Science in My Community" is open to students in grades 6-9. Entries should be short essays 

of no more than 300 words explaining a unique geologic aspect of their community, discuss current earth science 

research in their geographic area, or indicate why it is important to study the geology of your town. For more 

information on these contests including information on how to enter, please go to http://www.earthsciweek.org/.  

 

 


