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ATTENTION 

teachers and 

students!  You 

may access the 

Connecticut 

Academy of 

Science and 

Engineering's Fall 2007 Quarterly 

Bulletin at: 

http://www.ctcase.org/bulletin/22

_3/22_3.pdf.   Teachers may 

distribute the Bulletin to students 

at no charge. Also, free electronic 

subscriptions to the Bulletin can 

be requested by completed the 

Form on the Academy's website 

at: 

http://www.ctcase.org/order.html 

 

CCCOOONNN NNN EEECCCTTT III CCCUUUTTT    

SSSCCCIII EEENNN CCCEEE   

SSSUUUPPPEEERRRVVVIII SSSOOORRRSSS   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIII AAATTTIII OOONNN:::       

DDDiiinnnnnneeerrr    MMMeeeeeettt iiinnnggg   aaannnddd   PPPrrrooogggrrraaammm:::       
Wednesday, October 3, 2007:  
Keynote Presentation:  ñHow Big 

Is Big?ò by Dr. Jeff Goldstein, 
Director of the National 
Center for Earth and Space 

Science Education, 

Washington, D.C.  Four Points 
Sheraton, 275 Research 

Parkway, Meriden. All are 
welcome to attend.  Dinner 
Cost: $33.00 for non-

members, $28.00 for 
members.  To sign up and for  
more details, please click on:  

CSSAdinnerOct2007.doc   
 

 

M I T  C l u b  o f  H a r t f o r d  i s  Announcing the 2007 MIT/Trinity 
Science Lecture :  ERNEST J. MONIZ , Cecil and Ida Green Distinguished 
Professor of Physics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; former 

Under Secretary of the United States Department of Energy.  Topic:   
MEETING ENERGY CHALLENGES:  TECHNOLOGY AND POLICY .  
Tuesday, October 9, 2007 at 6:00 PM, Wean Terrace Conference Room; 

Mather Hall Trinity College; Hartford, Connecticut.  To register, got to:  
MITlecture.  For directions, go to these Trinity Directions 
R . S . V . P. prior to 09/30/07. Fee for reception:  $15  per person. No 

charge for lecture.  For online registration, go to:  Registration 

 
The State Education Resource Center 
(SERC), is sponsoring A Showcase of 
Science Instructional Resources on 

November 7 and 8, 2007 at the 4 Points by Sheraton in Meriden. 
This Showcase will allow Connecticutôs science administrators and 
classroom teachers to engage in hands-on exploration of 
instructional resources that support Connecticutôs Core Science 
Curriculum Framework (2004). Participants will have the opportunity 
to attend three interactive presentations on inquiry-based materials. 
Throughout the day, teams will reflect on and compare the qualities 
of the instructional resources in order to make informed selections of 
science materials for their schools and districts. For the informational 
brochures and registration information, please visit www.ctserc.org.  

 
 

 

"FROGS!"  A ñribbet-ingò new exhibit 

featuring frogs of all col ors, shapes  
and sizes-- is coming November 

3 to The Maritime Aquarium at 
Norwalk!  More information 
coming soon, or call Tim Gagne 

at 203-852-0700, ext. 2232 or e-
mail 

tgagne@maritimeaquarium.org 

 
 

 

mailto:lopath@ctacad.org
mailto:eloise@cssaonline.net
http://www.ctcase.org/bulletin/22_3/22_3.pdf
http://www.ctcase.org/bulletin/22_3/22_3.pdf
http://www.ctcase.org/order.html
CSSAdinnerOct2007.doc
MITClubofHartford.doc
http://www.trincoll.edu/AboutTrinity/VisitingTrinity/DirectionstoTrinity.htm
https://alum.mit.edu/smarTrans/user/Register.dyn?eventID=16101&groupID=162
http://www.ctserc.org/
mailto:tgagne@maritimeaquarium.org


 2 

The 
University of Bridgeport is 
proud to announce its first 
year as host for  the 4th 
Annual Science Decathlon 
on Saturday Feb 23, 2007 .  It 
is a whole day event. 
Students and teachers are 
invit ed to participate in the 
Northe ast tournament. 
Schools must registe r by 
October 15.  More  
information about the event 
can be found on the website: 
http://www.sciencedecathlon
.com/tournaments.htm .  
Teachers and volunteers are 
invited to contact  Dr. Asaad 
Samaan at the University of 
Bridgeport, Bridgeport 
Connecticut  to help  with the 
setup .  Tel # 203-576-4213. 

 

K-5 TEACHERS!  A letter from a 
colleague.  ñI have been blessed 
with a year's sabbatical devoted 

to making science teaching 
resources more accessible to 
teachers. I'm based in New 

Hampshire, but most of the 
activities, links, and media will 
work if you are a K-5 educator. 

I'm launching a website called 
'eLeMeNTS' (www.lmnts.org  ) 
which will house resources as 

they are developed and collected  
I encourage elementary folks with 
good lessons to join me in 

sharing their work through the 
website. There is a link to my 
blog on the website, and I 
welcome your feedback through 

the blog or  directly by e-mail.ò 
Bruce Larson, Enrichment Coordinator - 
Christa McAuliffe Sabbatical 07/08 
(603)772-5413 msg only 07/08 

(603) 659-1743 blarson@sau16.org 

 
 

THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL COMES FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION AND IS INTENDED TO ASSIST EDUCATORS IN 
IMPLEMENTING THE FRAMEWORKS:  

 

From Liz Buttner at the State Department of Education:   Now that science is 
valued as an important part of the elementary 
school curriculum, many teachers ï especially 
in the primary grades ï are wondering how to 
fit science learning into a day that is highly 
focused on teaching reading, writing and 
mathematics.  Although we have all heard the 
term ñintegrationò, I think a few concrete 
examples might spark a variety of creative 
ways to teach science, mathematics and 
reading standards concurrently.  Two 
important points: (a) teachers must be explicit 
about which standards are being addressed 

within a lesson; and (2) they must have flexibility to teach literacy skills by having 
students read books related to the science standards ï in addition to or in place of 
the books that are included in the reading program they use.   
  
Letôs use a İ-day kindergarten as an example of ways to address the Framework 
science standards in a relatively short school day. I think a good approach would 
be to think of the kindergarten science concepts not as separate ñscience unitsò, 
but as part of the established reading and math blocks.  A couple of suggestions 
that may help: 
  
K.1 ï Properties of Objects.  In the math standards, students are expected to sort 
things based on attributes such as color or shape, put them in order from smallest 
to largest, and look for patterns.  If they practice these skills using leaves, shells, 
acorns or flowers, they are meeting the science standard too. 
  
K.2 ï Living/Nonliving Things.  Talking about the classroom pets or going outside 
for a short walk to notice living and nonliving things in the surroundings (e.g., 
rocks, twigs, grass, birds, squirrels, pigeons, etc.) is a good way to develop oral 
language, as well as observation, sorting and classifying skills.  Children can also 
sort pictures, toys or other classroom objects into groups of living or nonliving and 
share the criteria they used to make their decisions. 
  
K.3 ï Weather.  This is typically done during a morning meeting or ñcarpet timeò.  
Children talk about todayôs weather, how it feels, how they dress, what they 
see. They can learn to read an outdoor thermometer or use the newspaper or 
internet to find out the daily temperatures at different times of day/night.  The 
teacher can display a running chart of temperatures or conditions that students can 
add to in just a few minutes each day. The class can discuss the temperature 
patterns they notice over time (e.g., itôs usually warmer during the day than it is at 
night; itôs usually warmest around mid-day; temperatures are much colder in  the 
winter than they are in the summer, etc.) 
  
Kindergarten teachers are probably already doing most of these things.  It may just 
be a matter of explicitly relating the classroom discourse and data collection to 
science and mathematics standards for observing attributes, sorting, finding 
patterns, making predictions, making graphs, etc. 
 
You may be interested in information about an on-line short course in 

"Force and Motion" offered through the National Science Teachers 

Association.  Could be fun for a small learning community of Gr. 4 or Gr. 8 

teachers to do together. 

 
 
 

 


